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BRAKE DEVICE, FRICTION COUPLE FOR
BRAKE DEVICE, AND BRAKE PAD

FIELD

The present invention relates to a brake device, a friction
couple for a brake device and a brake pad.

BACKGROUND

As a conventional brake device such as a disk brake, for
example, Patent Literature 1 discloses friction surface coating
for a friction material of a brake device, in which a pad friction
flat-surface of a brake pad is pressed against the disk friction
flat-surface of a disk rotor rotating together with a wheel, and
braking force is applied to the wheel by virtue of frictional
force between the disk friction flat-surface and pad friction
flat-surface according to the sliding of the one flat-surface
against the other.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-open
No. 2000-226552

SUMMARY
Technical Problem

However, the friction surface coating for friction material
of'a brake device described as in the foregoing Patent Litera-
ture 1 needs to be improved since friction performance and
wear resistance performance are determined according to, for
example, the projecting area of a friction surface.

The present invention has been proposed in view of the
foregoing problem. Accordingly, it is an object of the present
invention to provide a brake device, a friction couple for a
brake device, and a brake pad, which allow preferable perfor-
mance settings.

Solution to Problem

In order to achieve the above mentioned object, a brake
device according to the present invention includes a first
member having holders, each ofthe holder configured to be in
contact with a corresponding rolling body and hold the rolling
body rotatably; a second member provided in contact with the
rolling body and configured to rotate the rolling body in the
holder according to a relative displacement with the first
member; and a pressing mechanism configured to press the
first member and the second member against each other,
wherein while the first member and the second member are
pressed against each other, the relative displacement of the
first member and the second member is braked by frictional
force generated between the rolling body and the holder when
the second member rotates the rolling body according to the
relative displacement.

Further, it is possible to configure that the first member is
not able to rotate together with a wheel, and the second
member is able to rotate together with the wheel.

Further, it is possible to configure that the holder and the
second member are configured such that force with which the
rolling body is rotated by the second member is greater than
force with which the rolling body is held by the holder.
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Further, it is possible to configure that the holder and the
second member are configured such that magnitude relation
between the force with which the rolling body is rotated by
the second member and the force with which the rolling body
is rotated by the holder reverses according to temperature
increase of the holder or the rolling body.

Further, it is possible to configure that a friction coefficient
of the contact portion of the holder and the rolling body
increases according to temperature increase of the holder or
the rolling body.

Further, it is possible to configure that a friction coefficient
of the contact portion of the second member and the rolling
body decreases according to temperature increase of the
holder or the rolling body.

Further, it is possible to configure that the holder has a
holding groove configured to hold the rolling body.

Further, it is possible to configure that the rolling body is
spherical, the holding groove has a shape of a cone or trun-
cated cone, and the holder and the second member are formed
such that a relation between a friction coefficient pl of the
contact portion of the second member and the rolling body, a
friction coefficient u2 of the contact portion of the holder and
the rolling body, and an angle § formed between a normal line
of a wall surface of the holder in the contact portion of the
holder and the rolling body and a direction of pressure of the
pressing mechanism satisfy p1>(u2/2)[(2p/sin 28)+1].

Further, it is possible to configure that the angle formed
between the normal line of the wall surface of the holder in the
contact portion of the holder and the rolling body and the
direction of pressure of the pressing mechanism increases
according to temperature increase of the holder or the rolling
body.

Further, it is possible to configure that the second member
has an accommodating groove formed in the contact portion
of'the second member and the rolling body in the direction of
the relative displacement, and configured to accommodate a
part of the rolling body.

Further, it is possible to configure that the first member has
aplurality of the rolling bodies and a plurality of the holders,
and is provided with a distributing portion disposed between
the holders and a support member to which pressure is applied
by the pressing mechanism and configured to distribute the
pressure.

In order to achieve the above mentioned object, a friction
couple for a brake device according to the present invention
includes a first member having holders, each of the holder
configured to be in contact with a corresponding rolling body
and hold the rolling body rotatably; and a second member
provided in contact with the rolling body and configured to
rotate the rolling body in the holder according to a relative
displacement with the first member, wherein while the first
member and the second member are pressed against each
other, the relative displacement of the first member and the
second member is braked by frictional force generated
between the rolling body and the holder when the second
member rotates the rolling body according to the relative
displacement.

In order to achieve the above mentioned object, a brake pad
according to the present invention includes holders provided
ona surface pressed against a disk rotor rotating together with
a wheel, each of the holder configured to be in contact with a
corresponding rolling body and hold the rolling body rotat-
ably, wherein while the brake pad is pressed against the disk
rotor, a relative displacement between the brake pad and the
disk rotor is braked by frictional force generated between the
rolling body and the holder when the disk rotor rotates the
rolling body according to the relative displacement.
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Advantageous Effects of the Invention

A brake device, a friction couple for a brake device, and a
brake pad according to the present invention yield an advan-
tageous effect that allows preferable performance settings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a partial cross-sectional view schematically illus-
trating a friction couple for a brake device according to First
Embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a schematic cross-sectional view schematically
illustrating the configuration of the brake device according to
First Embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a schematic exploded perspective view illustrat-
ing the layer structure of a brake pad according to First
Embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view schematically illustrating the
surface shape of a contact wall surface of a holder and a
corresponding rolling body, according to First Embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view schematically illustrating the
surface shape of an abutting surface to each rolling body,
according to First Embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a schematic view explaining force acting between
the disk rotor and each rolling body, according to First
Embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a schematic perspective view of the contact area
between the each rolling body and the corresponding holder,
according to First Embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a schematic view explaining force acting between
each holder and the corresponding rolling body, according to
First Embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a front view of a surface of a brake pad, according
to First Embodiment, pressed against the disk rotor.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view schematically illustrating the
shape of the surface of the contact wall of a holder and a
corresponding rolling body, according to a modified example.

FIG. 11 is a perspective view schematically illustrating the
shape of the surface of the contact wall of a holder and a
corresponding rolling body, according to a modified example.

FIG. 12 is a perspective view schematically illustrating the
shape of the surface of a disk rotor, according to a modified
example, abutting on each rolling body.

FIG. 13 is a perspective view schematically illustrating a
rolling body according to a modified example.

FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating the relation between the
temperature and friction coefficient of the brake device
according to Second Embodiment.

FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating the relation between tem-
perature and torque in the brake device according to Second
Embodiment.

FIG. 16 is a schematic view explaining the holders of a
brake device according to Third Embodiment.

FIG. 17 is a diagram illustrating the relation between the
temperature and angle of the brake device according to Third
Embodiment.

FIG. 18 is a diagram illustrating the relation between tem-
perature and torque of the brake device according to Third
Embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of a brake device, a friction couple for a
brake device, and a brake pad, according to the present inven-
tion, will be described in detail below with reference to the
drawings. It should be understood that the present invention is
not limited to these embodiments. It should also be under-
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4

stood that the constitutional elements in the embodiments
below include ones that could easily be substituted or antici-
pated by those skilled in the art, or with ones that are substan-
tially identical to the constitutional elements.

First Embodiment

FIG. 11is a partial cross-sectional view schematically illus-
trating a friction couple for a brake device according to First
Embodiment. FIG. 2 is a schematic cross-sectional view
schematically illustrating the configuration of a brake device
according to First Embodiment. FIG. 3 is a schematic
exploded perspective view illustrating the layer structure of a
brake pad according to First Embodiment. FIG. 4 is a per-
spective view schematically illustrating the surface shape ofa
contact wall surface of a holder and a corresponding rolling
body, according to First Embodiment. FIG. 5 is a perspective
view schematically illustrating the shape of the surface of a
disk rotor, according to First Embodiment, abutting on each
corresponding rolling body. FIG. 6 is a schematic view
explaining force acting between the disk rotor, according to
First Embodiment, and each rolling body. FIG. 7 is a sche-
matic perspective view of the contact portion of each rolling
body and the corresponding holder, according to First
Embodiment. FIG. 8 is a schematic view explaining force
acting between each holder and the corresponding rolling
body, according to First Embodiment. FIG. 9 is a front view of
a surface of a brake pad, according to First Embodiment,
pressed against the disk rotor. Each of FIGS. 10 and 11 is a
perspective view schematically illustrating the shape of the
surface of the contact wall of a holder and a corresponding
rolling body, according to a modified example. FIG. 12 is a
perspective view schematically illustrating the shape of the
surface of a disk rotor, according to a modified example,
abutting on each rolling body. FIG. 13 is a perspective view
schematically illustrating a rolling body according to a modi-
fied example.

Typically, a brake device 1 according to the present
embodiment is mounted in a vehicle, as illustrated in FIGS. 1
and 2, and is provided to apply a braking force to a wheel
supported by a vehicle body so as to be rotatable. The brake
device 1 includes a friction couple 2 for the brake device, and
an actuator 3 serving as a pressing mechanism.

The friction couple 2 for the brake device is to generate
predetermined frictional force (frictional resistance) between
frictional elements when braking force is applied to a wheel.
The friction couple 2 for the brake device includes brake pads
4 serving together as a first member and a disk rotor 5 serving
as a second member. The brake pads 4 are provided in a pair
on the vehicle body side together with a wheel so as to be
non-rotatable. The disk rotor 5 is provided on the wheel side
s0 as to be rotatable integrally with the wheel. This allows a
configuration in which the brake pads 4 and the disk rotor 5
are able to be displaced relative to each other, that is, which
allows a relation in which the brake pads 4 are rotatable
relative to the direction of rotation of the disk rotor 5. The pair
of'brake pads 4 are arranged on both sides of the disk rotor 5,
one on each side, and located opposite a corresponding abut-
ting faces 5a, which are both sides of the disk rotor 5. Accord-
ing to the operation of the actuator 3, the pair of brake pads 4
sandwich the disk rotor 5 from both sides of the disk rotor 5.

The actuator 3 is to press each brake pad 4 against the disk
rotor 5 when driving force is applied to the wheel. The actua-
tor 3 has a caliper 6 and a piston 7. The caliper 6 has a U shape
across the disk rotor 5, and is supported by a bracket fixed on
the vehicle side. The caliper 6 supports the pair of brake pads
4 such that the brake pads 4 can be brought into contact with
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the corresponding abutting faces Sa and separated therefrom.
The caliper 6 includes: a cylinder portion 9 provided with a
cylinder mechanism 8 that enables the piston 7 to be moved
forward or backward; a reaction portion 10 disposed opposite
the cylinder portion 9 with the disc rotor 5 between them; and
aconnection portion 11 connecting the cylinder portion 9 and
the reaction portion 10. The pair of brake pads 4 are composed
of an inner pad and an outer pad, which are disposed on the
cylinder portion 9 side and the reaction portion 10 side,
respectively, of the caliper 6. In the cylinder mechanism 8, the
piston 7 is supported in the cylinder portion 9 so as to be freely
moved, and a fluid pressure chamber 12 is defined by the
cylinder portion 9, the piston 7, and a seal or the like. The
leading end of the piston 7 is located opposite the brake pad
(inner pad) 4.

Accordingly, when pressure is applied to the brake device
1 by supplying working fluid to the fluid pressure chamber 12
according to brake pedal depression performed by a driver,
for example, the piston 7 moves forward in the direction of
arrow A (i.e., in the direction in which the brake pad (inner
pad) 4 comes nearer to the disk rotor 5), so that the leading end
of'the piston 7 presses the one brake pad 4, thereby making it
possible to move the one brake pad 4 nearer to one abutting
face 5a of the disk rotor 5. At this time, the caliper 6 moves
forward in reverse direction to this piston 7 by virtue of the
reaction force to the forward movement of the piston 7,
namely, in the direction of arrow B (i.e., in the direction in
which the brake pad (outer pad) 4 comes nearer to the disk
rotor 5), thereby making it possible to move the other brake
pad 4 nearer to the other abutting face 5a of the disk rotor 5.
When each brake pad 4 is brought into contact with and
pressed against the corresponding abutting face Sa, thereby
sandwiching the disk rotor 5 between the brake pads 4, a
predetermined rotation resistance acts on the disk rotor 5
rotating together with the wheel. Accordingly, the brake
device 1 is able to apply braking force to the disk rotor 5 and
the wheel rotating integrally with this. In the brake device 1,
when pressure is removed from the fluid pressure chamber
12, the piston 7 and caliper 6 are returned to their respective
predetermined positions such that each brake pad 4 separates
from the disk rotor 5.

Incidentally, as illustrated in FIG. 1, the brake device 1
according to the present embodiment has holders 42 on the
respective surfaces of the brake pads 4 composing the friction
couple 2 for the brake device, which surfaces are pressed
against the disk rotor 5. These holders 42 are in contact with
corresponding rolling bodies 41 and hold these rolling bodies
41 such that the rolling bodies 41 are rotatable. This makes it
possible appropriately to set performances such as frictional
performance, and wear resistance performance regardless of,
for example, the projecting area of the surface of each brake
pad 4, which surface is pressed against the disk rotor 5. Here,
the surface of each brake pad 4 pressed against the disk rotor
5 is the surface of the brake pad 4, which surface is opposite
the abutting face 5a of the disk rotor 5.

In FIG. 1, the depth direction as viewed from the drawing
is the direction of relative displacement of the each brake pad
4 and the disk rotor 5, that is, the direction of rotation of the
disk rotor 5. In the brake pad 4, since inner and outer pads are
substantially identical in configuration, it is assumed that they
have a common configuration unless there is a necessity to
distinguish between them in particular.

In this brake device 1, when each brake pad 4 is pressed
against the rotating disk rotor 5, the rolling bodies 41 are
rotated while being held by the corresponding holders 42.
Thereby, by virtue of frictional force (frictional resistance)
generated between the rolling bodies 41 and the holders 42
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according to the rotation of the rolling bodies 41, braking
force to brake the relative displacement of the brake pad 4 and
the disk rotor 5, that is, rotation of the disk rotor 5, is gener-
ated. This brake device 1 is so structured that the rolling
bodies 41 arranged on the surface of the corresponding brake
bad 4, which surface is pressed against the disk rotor 5, are
able to roll (rotate) in their places. The brake device 1 rotates
the rolling bodies 41 by using the disk rotor 5 rotating
together with the wheel, and also frictionally brakes these
rotating rolling bodies 41 on the holders 42 side.

Specifically, the brake pad 4 includes, as illustrated in
FIGS. 1 and 3, the rolling bodies 41, the holders 42, a guide
plate 43, a separation-preventing device 44, a back metal 45
serving as a support member, an elastic member 46, and etc.
The brake pad 4 has a layer structure in which the separation-
preventing device 44, the holders 42, the guide plate 43, the
elastic member 46, and the back metal 45 are arranged in that
order from the surface that is pressed against the disk rotor 5
(the surface opposite the abutting face 5a). The rolling bodies
41 are held by the corresponding holders 42.

The rolling bodies 41 are able to rotate in the direction of
relative displacement of the corresponding brake pad 4 and
the disk rotor 5, that is, in the direction of rotation of the disk
rotor 5. The rolling bodies 41 are arranged between the cor-
responding abutting face 5a of the disk rotor 5 and contact
wall surfaces 42a of the corresponding holders 42 (described
below). When the corresponding brake pad 4 is pressed
against the disk rotor 5, the rolling bodies are brought into
contact with the corresponding abutting face 5a and the cor-
responding contact wall surfaces 42a. Here, each rolling body
41 is a spherical body (spherical member).

As described above, each holder 42 is disposed in contact
with the corresponding rolling body 41 and is provided to
hold this rolling body 41 such that the rolling body 41 is
rotatable in place. Specifically, the holder 42 holds the rolling
body 41 such that the rolling body 41 is unable to be displaced
relative to the holder 42 but is able to rotate (revolute) on its
axis. Theholder 42 holds the rolling body 41 such that the axis
ofrotation of the rolling body 41 is substantially orthogonal to
the direction of rotation of the disk rotor 5 and the correspond-
ing direction of pressure of the actuator 3. While each rolling
body 41 is brought into contact with the brake pad 4 and the
disk rotor 5 according to the relative displacement of the
brake pad 4 and the disk rotor 5 (their rotation relative to one
another), the rolling body 41 rotates around its own axis of
rotation such that the rolling body 41 is kept in place by the
holder 42 so as to prevent shifting of the axis of rotation.

In this case, the holder 42 is formed in a cylindrical shape
according to the shape of the rolling body 41. In addition, the
holder 42 has on the surface that is pressed against the disk
rotor 5, specifically, on the surface that is brought into contact
with the rolling body 41, a holding groove 425 for holding the
rolling body 41. The contact wall surface 424 of the holding
groove 42b, which the contact wall surface 42a is in contact
with the rolling body 41, is inclined with respect to the direc-
tion of the axis of rotation of the rolling body 41 and the
corresponding direction of pressure of the actuator 3. Accord-
ingly, as described below, the brake device 1 is relatively able
to increase frictional force between the rolling body 41 and
the holder 42 according to, for example, the angle of the
holding groove 425, compared to a case where the surface of
the holder 42, which surface is in contact with the rolling body
41, is flat. As a result, the braking force able to be generated
can be relatively increased.

As illustrated in FIG. 4 also, each of the holding grooves
424 inthe present embodiment is formed such that the contact
wall surface 424 inclined as described above has a curved
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surface. Here, an explanation is given based on the assump-
tion that the holding groove 424 has a conical shape. How-
ever, the holding groove 4256 may be in the shape of a trun-
cated cone. The bottom of the conical shape of the holding
groove 425 is located on the side that is pressed against the
disk rotor 5. The inside diameter of the bottom of the conical
shape of the holding groove 425 is greater than the outside
diameter of the rolling body 41. Part of the rolling body 41 is
held by the inside of the holding groove 425. Therefore, the
contact portion of the holding groove 425 and the rolling body
41 forms a circular shape such that the contact wall surface
42a, which is the internal surface of the holding groove 425,
and the external surface of the rolling body 41 are in contact
with each other (refer also to FIG. 7, which is described
below).

The guide plate 43 is to position the holders 42 in specific
positions. In this case, the brake pads 4 have a plurality of
combinations of the rolling bodies 41 and the holders 42
holding them. That is, each brake pad 4 has the plurality of
rolling bodies 41 and the plurality of holders 42. The guide
plate 43 positions these holders 42 in specific corresponding
positions.

The guide plate 43 is composed of a plate-like member and
is provided with installation holes 43a formed through it in
the corresponding direction of pressure of the actuator 3. The
installation holes 43a are provided so as to correspond to the
holders 42. The holders 42 are inserted and positioned in the
corresponding installation holes 43a. Thus, the guide plate 43
is able to restrict the movements of the holders 42 so as to
prevent the holders 42 from being moved relative to direc-
tions other than the corresponding direction of pressure of the
actuator 3.

Additionally, the rolling bodies 41, the holders 42, and the
guide plate 43 are sandwiched between the separation-pre-
venting device 44 pressed against the disk rotor 5 and the back
metal 45 on the opposite side to the separation-preventing
device 44 (i.e., on the rear side of the brake pad 4) in the
corresponding direction of pressure of the actuator 3, while
the holders 42 are inserted in the corresponding installation
holes 43a and hence the rolling bodies 41 are held in the
corresponding holding grooves 425. Thus, the rolling bodies
41, the holders 42, and the guide plate 43 are fixed in relative
positional relation.

The separation-preventing device 44 is provided to prevent
the rolling bodies 41 held in the corresponding holders 42
from falling off the holders 42. The separation-preventing
device 44 is composed of a plate-like lid member and is
provided with exposure openings 44a extending through the
separation-preventing device 44 in the corresponding direc-
tion of pressure of the actuator 3. The exposure openings 44a
are provided so as to correspond to the rolling bodies 41.
While each rolling body 41 is held by the corresponding
holder 42, part of the external surface of the rolling body 41 is
exposed through the corresponding exposure opening 44a.
Part of the external surface of each rolling body 41 is exposed
on the opposite side to the corresponding holder 42 with the
separation-preventing device 44 between the holder 42 and
the part in the corresponding direction of pressure of the
actuator 3. Thus, the separation-preventing device 44 is able
to prevent the rolling bodies 41 from falling off the corre-
sponding holders 42 and also bring the external surfaces of
the rolling bodies 41, which external surfaces are exposed
from the corresponding exposure openings 44a, into contact
with the corresponding abutting face 5a of the disk rotor 5.

Each back metal 45 is a plate-like support member on
which pressure from the actuator 3 acts, and serves as a base
end portion for the corresponding brake pad 4. As illustrated
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in FIG. 2, also, the brake pads 4 are provided on the caliper 6
such that the back metal 45 abuts on the piston 7 and the
reaction portion 10. The back metals 45 are provided to trans-
mit pressure from the actuator 3 to all the holders 42.

In this case, the brake pad 4 in the present embodiment is
provided with a distributing portion 47 on the rear side of the
holders 42, that is, on the side opposite to the side pressed
against the disk rotor 5. The distributing portion 47 is pro-
vided between the corresponding back metal 45 and the cor-
responding holders 42 in the corresponding direction of pres-
sure of the actuator 3 and is used to distribute pressure applied
by the actuator 3. The distributing portion 47 includes the
elastic member 46.

The elastic member 46 is a sheet-like elastic body and is
sandwiched between the guide plate 43 and the back metal 45
in the corresponding direction of pressure of the actuator 3.
The elastic member 46 is composed of, for example, a sheet of
rubber or a plate spring. The elastic member 46 is interposed
between the back metal 45 and the holders 42. When pressure
applied by the actuator 3 acts, the elastic member 46 is elas-
tically deformed to distribute the pressure according to this
deformation, thereby substantially evenly applying this pres-
sure on the holders 42.

Where the elastic member 46 is, for example, a plate spring
or the like, it is preferable to form the distributing portion 47
s0 as to include clearance parts 45a for the elastic member 46
according to the deformation, as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 3.
Thus, the distributing portion 47 can further improve effect in
the distribution of pressure applied by the actuator 3. The
clearance parts 45a are provided in the elastic member
46-side face of the back metal 45. The clearance parts 45a
may be holes in the form of grooves provided in the back
metal 45, or may be holes extending through the back metal
45. The clearance parts 45a are provided so as to correspond
to the holders 42.

In each brake pad 4, while the relative positional relations
among the rolling bodies 41, the holders 42, the guide plate
43, the separation-preventing device 44, the back metal 45,
and the elastic member 46, which are composed as described
above, are fixed, each exposure opening 444, the correspond-
ing rolling body 41, the corresponding holder 42 and the
installation hole 43a, and the corresponding clearance part
45a are located opposite to one another in the corresponding
direction of pressure of the actuator 3.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 5, the disk rotor 5 is provided
in contact with the rolling bodies 41, and rotates the rolling
bodies 41 in the corresponding holders 42 according to the
relative displacement of the corresponding brake pad 4 and
the disk rotor 5. The disk rotor 5 has the form of a disk
rotatable around the axis of rotation. The disk rotor 5 has
accommodating grooves 51 in its portions with which the
corresponding rolling bodies 41 are brought into contact, that
is, in its abutting faces 5a. Each accommodating groove 51 is
formed in the direction of the relative displacement of the
corresponding brake pad 4 and the disk rotor 5, that is, along
the direction of rotation of the disk rotor 5, and accommo-
dates part of the corresponding rolling body 41. The accom-
modating groove 51 in this case has a V-shaped cross-sec-
tional shape in the direction perpendicular to the direction of
rotation of the disk rotor 5. The accommodating grooves 51
are provided in a plurality of places opposite the correspond-
ing rolling bodies 41 in the corresponding direction of pres-
sure of the actuator 3. Thus, the disk rotor 5 is able to guide
rotation (roll) of the rolling bodies 41 according to the relative
displacement of the corresponding brake pad and the disk
rotor 5. Additionally, since parts of the rolling bodies 41 are
accommodated in the accommodating grooves 51, the thick-
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ness of the friction couple 2 for the brake device can be
reduced by the amounts in the direction of pressures.

The brake device 1 has the configuration described below,
as a configuration in which the disk rotor 5 rotates the rolling
bodies 41 in the corresponding holders 42 according to the
relative displacement of the corresponding brake pad 4,
which has the foregoing configuration, and the disk rotor 5, in
other words, as a configuration in which the rolling bodies 41
are rotated by the disk rotor 5 when rotated together with a
wheel and also the rolling bodies 41 are caused to generate
friction on the holders 42 side. That is, each holder 42 and the
disk rotor 5 are configured such that the force with which the
rolling body 41 is rotated by the disk rotor 5 is greater than the
force with which the rolling body 41 is held by the holder 42.
The brake device 1 here realizes the foregoing configuration
by its being set so that the relation among the coefficient nl of
friction of the contact portion of the disk rotor 5 and the
rolling body 41, the coefficient p2 of friction of the contact
portion of the holder 42 and the rolling body 41, and the angle
[ between the normal line of the contact wall surface 42a of
the holder 42 in the contact portion of the holder 42 and the
rolling body 41 and the corresponding direction of pressure of
the actuator 3 satisfies a predetermined condition.

Now, referring to FIGS. 6, 7, and 8, a detailed description
is given of a configuration in which the disk rotor 5 rotates the
rolling bodies 41 in the holders 42 according to the relative
displacement of the corresponding brake pad 4 and the disk
rotor 5. In FIG. 7, the direction of the x axis corresponds to the
direction of'the relative displacement of each brake pad 4 and
the disk rotor 5, that is, the rotating direction of the disk rotor
5; the direction of the y axis corresponds to the direction of the
rotation axis of each rolling body 41; and the direction of the
7 axis corresponds to the corresponding direction of pressure
of the actuator 3. FIG. 8 corresponds to a y-z cross-section
where x=x1 in FIG. 7.

Also, in the following explanations of FIGS. 6, 7, and 8 and
each mathematical expression described below, “F1” is fric-
tional force between each rolling body 41 and the disk rotor 5;
“F2” is frictional force between each rolling body 41 and the
corresponding holder 42; “T1” is torque generated between
each rolling body 41 and the disk rotor 5; “T2” is torque
generated between each rolling body 41 and the correspond-
ing holder 42; “ul” is a coefficient of dynamic friction
between each rolling body 41 and the disk rotor 5; “u2” is a
coefficient of dynamic friction between each rolling body 41
and the corresponding holder 42; “F'1” is the reaction forces
of each rolling body 41 and the disk rotor 5 relative to each
other; “F'2” is the reaction forces of each rolling body 41 and
the corresponding holder 42 relative to each other; “W” is
pressure applied to each brake pad 4 by the actuator 3; “W"
is pressure undergone by each rolling body 41; “1” is one
arm’s length of torque; “R” is the spherical radius of each
rolling body 41; “o” is a half angle of a V-shaped groove of
each accommodating groove; “B” is the angle of the conical
top of each holding groove 425; ““a” is the radius of the contact
circle between each rolling body 41 and the corresponding
holder 42; and “N” is the number of the rolling bodies 41 in
each brake pad 4. The angle a (0°<a<90°) corresponds to the
angle formed between the normal line of each abutting face
5a in the contact portion of the disk rotor 5 and each rolling
body 41 and the corresponding direction of pressure of the
actuator 3 (refer to FIG. 6). The angle p (0°<p<90°) corre-
sponds to the angle formed between the normal line of the
contact wall surface 424 in the contact portion of each rolling
body 41 in the corresponding holder 42 and the correspond-
ing direction of pressure of the actuator 3 (refer to FIG. 8).
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The frictional force F1 can be represented by F1=ul-F'1.
The frictional force F2 can be represented by F2=u2-F'2. The
torque T1 is torque corresponding to force with which each
rolling body 41 is rotated by the disk rotor 5, namely, rotor-
applied torque that is generated to rotate the rolling body 41
by use of the disk rotor 5 rotated together with the wheel. The
torque T1 can be represented by T1=F1-1. The torque T2 is
force with which each rolling body 41 is held by the corre-
sponding holder 42. In other words, the torque T2 is torque
corresponding to force with which the rotation of each rolling
body 41 is stopped by the corresponding holder 42, namely,
holder braking torque generated by each rolling body 41
rotated while held by the corresponding holder 42. The torque
T2 can be represented by F2-1(z)dz.

In the brake device 1, the torque T1 acting on the contact
portion of each rolling body 41 and the disk rotor 5 exceeds
the torque T2 acting on the contact portion of each rolling
body 41 and the corresponding holder 42, that is, T1>T2 is
satisfied, whereby the disk rotor 5 is able to rotate each rolling
body 41 in the corresponding holder 42 according to the
relative displacement of the corresponding brake pad 4 and
the disk rotor 5.

First, the reaction force F'l, frictional force F1, and arm
length 1 can be represented by Mathematical Formula (1)
given by Mathematical Expression 1 below (Refer to FIG. 6).

[Mathematical Expression 1]

W _w L
1= cos@)’ = m, ! = Reos(@)

’

Therefore, the torque T1 can be represented by Mathemati-
cal Formula (2) given by Mathematical Expression 2 below.

[Mathematical Expression 2]

1w’ 2
71=rl1= 222 Reost) @
cos(a@)
=ulW’'R

On the other hand, the torque T2 can be represented by
Mathematical Formula (3) given by Mathematical Expres-
sion 3 below (refer to FIGS. 7 and 8).

[Mathematical Expression 3]

2 F'2
T2=4j:j: ﬂzzﬂal(y)zwdy

Here, substituting 1(y)=R*-y?, that is, I(y)=V(R>-y?) into
the Mathematical Formula (3) makes it possible to transform
this Mathematical Formula (3) into Mathematical Formula
(4) given by Mathematical Expression 4.

®

[Mathematical Expression 4]

@)

n o
T2:4fjw w3 VRE= ) dody
0 0

a
F2 (e 2F2R (7

= =[RS ay = 228 VIS 4y
0 0
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Additionally, if (1/R)-y=cos(t), y—=0; t—m/2, y—=a=sin(f});
and t—cos~'(sin p). Accordingly, the Mathematical Formula
(4) can be transformed into Mathematical Formula (5) given
by Mathematical Expression 5.

[Mathematical ExpressionS]

®

o5~ L (sinf)

V1 —cos?(t) -(—Rsint)dr

2R
=t

a 7/2

DF'OR2 freos sing)
S f sin’rd1
a /2

/,(ZF’ZRZ fcox’l(xinﬁ) 1 —cos28
_ dr
T

a 2 2
L2F2 R ‘ cos™L(sing)
=———[(1/2)t = (1/4)sin2i]
a 72
H2F2R o 4 o
=-—0 [(1/2)cos™ (sinf) — /4 — (1 /4)sin{2cos™ " (sinf)}]
U2F2R? o . R
== [2cos™! (sinB) — 7 — sinf2cos ™ (sinB)}]
_ L2F'2R? 5 ) 5
= - =28~ x —sin(n — 2B)]
PR
= D +sinr-2p)]
_ ZW’/xzosozR2 ) 0B = H2W'R ) 0
=y ARsinf (2B +si ﬁ)—m(ﬁ*—ﬂ B
_ H2W'R( 28 |
=3 (sinZﬁ * ]

In addition, conditions required for the disk rotor 5 to rotate
each rolling body 41 in the corresponding holder 42 accord-
ing to the relative displacement of the corresponding brake
pad 4 and the disk rotor 5 satisfy T1>T2, as described above.
Therefore, by substituting the Mathematical Formulae (2)
and (5) into a conditional formula for this, the conditional
formula can be expressed by Mathematical Formula (6) given
by Mathematical Expression 6 below.

[Mathematical Expression 6]

+1]

Then, by removing W' and R from both sides of this Math-
ematical Formula (6), a conditional formula expressed by
Mathematical Formula (7) given by Mathematical Expres-
sion 7 can be obtained.

28 ©

/,cZW’R(
Sn2p

1W'R >
K 2

[Mathematical Expression 7]

B, 1] o

2
2 ( sin2p

In the brake device 1, the shape of the holding groove 425
of each of the holders 42, a friction coefficient for the external
surface of each of the rolling bodies 41, a friction coefficient
for the contact wall surface 42a of each of the holders 42, a
friction coefficient for each of the abutting faces 5a of the disk
rotor 5, etc., are set so that the relation among the friction
coefficient pl, friction coefficient n2, and angle [ satisfies the
conditional formula given by the Mathematical Formula (7).
That is, each of the holders 42 and the disk rotor 5 are shaped
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so that the relation among the friction coefficient p1, friction
coefficient u2, and angle  satisfies the Mathematical For-
mula (7). Accordingly, setting the relation among the friction
coefficient pl, friction coefficient u2, and angle §§ so as to
satisfy the condition expressed by the Mathematical Formula
(7) allows the brake device 1 to realize a configuration in
which the torque T1 exceeds the torque T2, that is, a configu-
ration for rotating rolling bodies 41 by use of the disk rotor 5
rotating together with a wheel and for causing friction on each
rolling body 41 on the corresponding holder 42 side.

In the brake device 1 with the foregoing configuration,
when the brake pads 4 are pressed against the rotating disk
rotor 5, rotation of the disk rotor 5 is transmitted to the rolling
bodies 41, so that the rolling bodies 41 are rotated (rolled) in
the corresponding holders 42. That is, the brake device 1 is
able to roll the rolling bodies 41 by use of the disk rotor 5,
thereby causing friction on the rolling bodies 41 on the holder
42 sides of the corresponding brake pads 4. In the brake
device 1, the rolling bodies 41 are rotated while held by the
corresponding holders 42; and, by virtue of frictional force
(frictional resistance) generated between the rolling bodies
41 and the corresponding holders 42 according to rotation of
the rolling bodies 41, braking force for braking the rotation of
the disk rotor 5 can be generated. While the brake pad 4 and
the disk rotor 5 are pressed against each other, the brake
device 1 is able to brake the relative displacement by virtue of
frictional force generated between the rolling bodies 41 and
the corresponding holders 42 when the disk rotor 5 rolls the
rolling bodies 41 according to the relative displacement of
each brake pad 4 and the disk rotor 5. As a result, the brake
device 1 is ableto apply specific braking force to the disk rotor
5 and hence the wheel.

At this time, braking force f generated by the brake device
1 can be expressed by Mathematical Formula (8) given by
Mathematical Expression 8.

[Mathematical Expression 8]

ﬂZ(Wz/N)N(Sjéﬁ . 1) - "ZTW(Sjgﬁ N 1)

Where the contact wall surface 424 is inclined according to
angle [ as in the present embodiment, the brake device 1 is
able to generate braking force f that is approximately (1/2)-
[(2p/sin 2P)+1] times greater than braking force (=u2-W)
obtained where the contact surface between each holder 42
and the corresponding rolling body 41 is flat. For example, in
the case of p=30°, p=45°, and f=60°, the brake device 1 is
able to generate braking force f that is approximately 1.1
times, 1.29 times, and 1.7 times, respectively, greater than
braking force obtained where the contact surface between
each holder 42 and the corresponding rolling body 41 is flat.
Accordingly, braking performance can be relatively
improved.

As a result, the brake device 1 is able to preferably set
performance, such as friction performance and wear resis-
tance performance, regardless of, for example, the projecting
area of the surface of each brake pad 4, which surface is
pressed against the disk rotor 5. Specifically, by appropriately
setting the number of rolling bodies 41, the shape of the
holding groove 4254 of each holder 42, a friction coefficient
for the external surface of each rolling body 41, a friction
coefficient for the contact wall surface 42a of each holder 42,
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and a friction coefficient for each abutting surface 5a of the
disk rotor 5, the brake device 1 is able to modify performance,
such as friction performance and wear resistance perfor-
mance, regardless of the projecting area of each brake pad 4
on the holder 42 side. These performances make it possible to
realize the brake device 1, the friction couple 2 for the brake
device, and the brake pads 4, all of which do not depend on the
respective projecting areas of the brake pads 4 on the corre-
sponding holder 42 sides.

For example, the brake device 1 has a configuration in
which rotation of the disk rotor 5 is braked by frictional force
generated between the rolling bodies 41 and the correspond-
ing holders 42 when the disk rotor 5 rolls the rolling bodies
41. Therefore, the area of the entire external surface of each
rolling body 41 can be regarded as the wear area of the
corresponding brake pad 4, as illustrated in FIG. 9 by
example. Consequently, the brake device 1 is able to make the
wear area larger than the holder 42 side projecting area of the
brake pad 4, thus improving wear resistance performance.

In the brake pad 4 illustrated in FIG. 9 by example, the
dimensions of each long side and each short side of the
surface pressed against the disk rotor 5 are 100 mm and 57.2
mm respectively. In this surface, a total of 36 rolling bodies 41
are arranged in four columns and nine rows. Each rolling
body 41 is set to 4.5 mm in radius and 7.15 mm in distance
between the centers of adjacent rolling bodies 41. In a con-
ventional brake pad, where the dimensions of the surface
pressed against the disk rotor 5 are assumed to be the same as
those of the brake pad 4 illustrated in FIG. 9, wear area A1l is
as follows: A1=100x57.2=5720 mm?>. Compared to this, in
the brake pad 4, wear area A2 is as follows: A2=(4/3)xmx
(4.5)°x36=13741 mm>. Accordingly, the brake pad 4 yields
the advantageous effect in which a wear area is A2/A1~2.4
times greater than that of a conventional brake pad.

Also, the brake device 1 has a configuration in which
rotation of the disk rotor 5 is braked by virtue of frictional
force generated between the rolling bodies 41 and the corre-
sponding holders 42 when the disk rotor 5 rolls the rolling
bodies 41. Thereby, for example, loads at friction contact
points can be stabilized, compared to the case where rotation
of the disk rotor 5 is braked by virtue of friction between flat
surfaces; hence friction performance can be improved. Addi-
tionally, in this brake device 1, when pressure is applied to the
back metal 45 by the actuator 3, this pressure is distributed by
the distributing portion 47 and applied to the holders 42
substantially evenly. Accordingly, load at each friction con-
tact point can be further stabilized and hence friction perfor-
mance can be further improved. Also, by virtue of this, the
brake device 1 can render wear of each rolling body 41 more
uniform.

The brake device 1 according to the embodiment described
above includes: the brake pads 4 having the holders 42 pro-
vided in contact with the corresponding rolling bodies 41 and
holding these rolling bodies 41 such that the rolling bodies 41
are rotatable; the disk rotor 5 provided in contact with the
rolling bodies 41 and rotates the rolling bodies 41 in the
corresponding holders 42 according to the relative displace-
ment of each brake pad 4 and this disk rotor 5; and the actuator
3 that presses each brake pad 4 and the disk rotor 5 against
each other. The friction couple 2 for the brake device, accord-
ing to the embodiment described above, includes: the brake
pads 4 having the holders 42 provided in contact with the
corresponding rolling bodies 41 and holding these rolling
bodies 41 such that the rolling bodies 41 are rotatable; the disk
rotor 5 provided in contact with the rolling bodies 41 that
rotates the rolling bodies 41 in the corresponding holders 42
according to the relative displacement of each brake pad 4 and
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the disk rotor 5. Each brake pad 4 according to the embodi-
ment described above has on the surface that is pressed
against the disk rotor rotating together with the wheel the
holders 42 provided in contact with the corresponding rolling
bodies 41 and holding the rolling bodies 41 such that the
rolling bodies 41 are rotatable. Accordingly, the brake device
1, the friction couple 2 for the brake device, and the brake
pads 4 allow preferable performance settings regardless of,
for example, the projecting areas of the surfaces of the brake
pads 4 pressed against the disk rotor 5.

The description of the foregoing brake device 1 was given
based on the assumption that each holding groove 425 has the
shape of a cone. However, the invention is not limited to this,
and the holding grooves 426 may have the shape of a rectan-
gular parallelepiped or cube, as illustrated in FIG. 10, or may
have the shape of a triangular prism as illustrated in FIG. 11.

Also, the description of the foregoing brake device 1 was
given based on the assumption that each holder 42 has the
holding groove 4256. However, the holding surface may be
flat. In this case, by appropriately setting a coefficient of
friction for between each rolling body 41 and the disk rotor 5
and a coefficient of friction for between each rolling body 41
and the corresponding holder 42, the brake device 1 may
realize a configuration in which torque T1 exceeds torque T2;
to be specific, a configuration in which the rolling bodies 41
are rotated by the disk rotor 5 rotating together with the wheel
and also friction of each rolling body 41 is caused on the
corresponding holder 42 side.

Also, the description of the foregoing brake device 1 was
given based on the assumption that the disk rotor 5 has the
accommodating grooves 51 on its abutting faces Sa. How-
ever, the invention is not limited to this, and the abutting faces
5a may be flat, as illustrated in FIG. 12.

Also, the description of the foregoing brake device 1 was
given on the assumption that the rolling bodies 41 are spheri-
cal. However, the invention is not limited to this. As illustrated
in FIG. 13, each rolling body 41 may have the shape of a
barrel or spindle or of a cylindrical roller, as long as the rolling
body 41 is rotatable in the direction of relative displacement
of'the corresponding brake bad 4 and the disk rotor 5, that is,
the direction of rotation of the disk rotor 5.

Additionally, the brake device 1 described above may have
a configuration that includes neither the elastic members 46
nor the distributing portions 47. Where each elastic member
46 is provided as a sheet-like member, the corresponding
distributing portion 47 is able to obtain adequate pressure
distribution effect without having the clearance parts 45a.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating the relation between the
temperature and friction coefficients of the brake device
according to Second Embodiment. FIG. 15 is a diagram illus-
trating the relation between temperature and torque in the
brake device according to Second Embodiment. The brake
device, the friction couple for the brake device, and the brake
pad, according to Second Embodiment, differ from First
Embodiment in that the magnitude relation between torques
T1 and T2 reverses according to situation. Also, duplicate
explanations of configuration, operation, and effect shared
with the foregoing Embodiment are minimized and compo-
nents or the like identical to those in First Embodiment are
labeled with the same symbols as those in First Embodiment.
As for a principal configuration, the drawings explained in
First Embodiment are referred to, as necessity requires (this is
the same for the subsequent embodiment as well).
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A brake device 201, a friction couple 202 for the brake
device, and a brake pad 204, according to the present embodi-
ment (to be explained in FIGS. 14 and 15), have a configura-
tion in which the magnitude relation between the force with
which each rolling body 41 is rotated by the disk rotor 5 and
the force with which each rolling body 41 held by the corre-
sponding holder 42 reverses according to any temperature
increase of the holder 42 or the corresponding rolling body
41. As described above, the force with which each rolling
body 41 is rotated by the disk rotor 5 corresponds to the torque
T1, and the force with which each rolling body 41 is held by
the corresponding holder 42 corresponds to the torque T2.
That is, each holder 42 and the disk rotor 5 in the present
embodiment have a configuration in which the magnitude
relation between torques T1 and T2 reverses.

The holders 42 and the disk rotor 5 in the present embodi-
ment realize a configuration in which the magnitude relation
between torques T1 and T2 reverses when the friction coef-
ficient for the contact wall surface 42a of each holder 42 and
the friction coefficient for each abutting force 5a of the disk
rotor 5 change according to any increase in the temperature of
the holder 42 or the corresponding rolling body 41.

The disk rotor 5 is configured such that the friction coeffi-
cient for the contact portion of this disk rotor 5 and each
rolling body 41 decreases according to any temperature
increase of each holder 42 or the corresponding rolling body
41, as indicated by the dotted line .11 in FIG. 14. The entire
disk rotor 5 may be made of a material the friction coefficient
for which decreases according to any temperature increase, or
else each abutting face 5S¢ may be provided with a surface
treatment that decreases the friction coefficient according to
any temperature increase. Each holder 42 is configured such
that the friction coefficient for the contact portion of each
holder 42 and the corresponding rolling body 41 increases
according to any temperature increase of the holder 42 or the
corresponding rolling body 41, as indicated by the solid line
L12 in FIG. 14. The holder 42 may be entirely made of a
material that increases in friction coefficient according to any
temperature increase or else the contact wall surface 42a may
be provided with a surface treatment that increases in friction
coefficient according to any temperature increase.

In the brake device 201 with the foregoing configuration,
when each rolling body 41 is rolled by the disk rotor 5 and
friction of the rolling body 41 is caused on the holder 42 side
of the corresponding brake pad 4, the temperatures of the
holder 42 and the corresponding rolling body 41 increase by
virtue of the heat caused by friction. Consequently, as the
temperatures of the holder 42 and the rolling body 41
increase, the friction coefficient for the contact portion of the
disk rotor 5 and the rolling body 41 decreases as indicated by
the dotted line .11 in FIG. 14 whereas the friction coefficient
for the contact portion of the holder 42 and the rolling body 41
increases as indicated by the solid line .12 in FIG. 14. Addi-
tionally, in the brake device 201, as the temperature increases,
that is, as the friction coefficient for the contact portion of the
disk rotor 5 and the rolling body 41 decreases, the torque T1
decreases as indicated by the dotted line .21 in FIG. 15. Also,
in the brake device 201, as the temperature increases, that is,
as the friction coefficient for the contact portion of the holder
42 and the rolling body 41 increases, the torque T2 increases
as indicated by the solid line 1.22 in FIG. 15. Thus, the brake
device 201 is able to reverse the magnitude relation of the
torques T1 and T2.

As a result, when the temperatures of each holder 42 and
the corresponding rolling body 41 of the brake device 201
reach predetermined temperature t11, the torque T1 becomes
less than torque T2, thatis, T1=T2. Consequently, in the brake
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device 201, the rotation of each rolling body 41 stops and the
friction of the rolling body 41 on the holder 42 side stops, and
friction on the rolling body 41 is caused on the disk rotor 5
side. Specifically, in the brake device 201, when the tempera-
tures of each holder 42 and the corresponding rolling body 41
reach or exceed a predetermined temperature, rotation of the
rolling body 41 in the holder 42 stops, with the result that, by
virtue of frictional force (frictional resistance) caused
between the disk rotor 5 and the rolling body 41 according to
rotation of the disk rotor 5, braking force to brake rotation of
the disk rotor 5 is generated. At this time, since rotation of the
rolling body 41 in the corresponding holder 42 stops and thus
friction between the rolling body 41 and the holder 42 stops,
the brake device 201 is able to restrain transfer of frictional
heat toward the holder 42, and hence restrain temperature
increase on the brake pad 204 side. Accordingly, the brake
device 201 is reliably able to prevent occurrence of so-called
vapor lock phenomenon.

In the brake device 201, the friction couple 202 for the
brake device, and the brake pad 204, according to the embodi-
ment described above, the holders 42 and the disk rotor 5 have
a configuration in which the magnitude relation between the
force with which each rolling body 41 is rotated by the disk
rotor 5 and the force with which the rolling body 41 is held by
the corresponding holder 42 reverses according to tempera-
ture increase of the holder 42 or the rolling body 41. Accord-
ingly, the brake device 201, the friction couple 202 for the
brake device, and the brake pad 204, are able to restrain
temperature increase on the corresponding brake pad 204
side.

The foregoing description was given based on the assump-
tion that both the friction coefficient for the contact wall
surface 42a of each holder 42 and the friction coefficient for
each abutting face 5a of the disk rotor 5 change according to
temperature increase of the holder 42 or the rolling body 41.
However, the present invention is not limited to this and either
one of them may change.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 16 is a schematic view explaining the holders of a
brake device according to Third Embodiment, FIG. 17 is a
diagram illustrating the relation between the temperature and
angle of the brake device according to Third Embodiment,
and FIG. 18 is a diagram illustrating the relation between
temperature and torque of the brake device according to Third
Embodiment. The brake device, friction couple for the brake
device, and the brake pad, according to Third Embodiment,
differ from Second Embodiment in the configuration for
reversing the magnitude relation between the torque T1 and
torque T2.

A brake device 301, a friction couple 302 for the brake
device, and brake pads 304, according to the present embodi-
ment explained with reference to FIGS. 16, 17, and 18, have
holders 342 in place of the holders 42. Each holder 342 in the
present embodiment realizes a configuration in which the
angle [ formed between the normal line of the contact wall
surface 42a ofthe contact portion of the corresponding rolling
body 41 and the direction of pressure of the actuator 3
increases according to any temperature increase of the holder
342 or the rolling body 41, thereby reversing the magnitude
relation between the torques T1 and T2.

Each holder 342 has a structure in which the angle 3
increases by utilizing, for example, thermal expansion of the
holder 342 itself, as illustrated in FIG. 16. The holder 342 is
made of a material whose coefficient of linear expansion
differs according to direction, that is, an isotropic material,
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such as a composite. In this case, the holder 342 is configured
so that while thermal expansion in the direction of the axis of
rotation of the rolling body 41 relatively decreases, thermal
expansion in the direction of pressure of the actuator rela-
tively increases.

Inthe brake device 301 with the foregoing configuration, as
the temperatures of the each holder 342 and the correspond-
ing rolling bodies 41 increase, the angle c on the correspond-
ing abutting face 5a side remains substantially constant, as
indicated by a solid line .31 in FIG. 17; in contrast, the angle
[ of the holder 342 increases (see angle p' in FIG. 16), as
indicated by the solid line .32 in FIG. 17. Also, in the brake
device 301, the torque T1 is constant as indicated by the
dotted line [.41 in FIG. 18; in contrast, as indicated by the
solid line 1.42, the torque T2 increases as the temperatures
rise, that is, as the angle § of the holder 342 increases. Thus,
the brake device 301 is able to reverse the magnitude relation
between the torques T1 and T2.

As aresult, when the temperatures of each holder 342 and
the corresponding rolling body 41 of the brake device 301
reach predetermined temperature t21, the torque T1 becomes
less than torque T2, that is, T1<T2. Consequently, friction on
the rolling body 41 on the holder 342 side stops, and friction
on the rolling body 41 occurs on the disk rotor 5 side.

In the brake device 301, the friction couple 302 for the
brake device, and the brake pad 304, according to the embodi-
ment described above, the holders 342 and the disk rotor 5
have the configuration in which the magnitude relation
between the force with which each rolling body 41 is rotated
by the disk rotor 5 and the force with which the rolling body
41 is held by the corresponding holder 342 reverses according
to temperature increase of the holder 342 or the rolling body
41. Accordingly, the brake device 301, the friction couple 302
for the brake device, and the brake pad 304 are able to restrain
temperature increase on the corresponding brake pad 304
side.

It is to be understood that the brake devices, friction
couples for the brake devices, and the brake pads, according
to the foregoing embodiments of the present invention, are
not limited to those embodiments, and various modifications
may be made to them within the scope described in the
claims.

The descriptions above were given based on the assump-
tion that the brake pads 4 are a first member and the disk rotor
5 is the second member. However, the invention is not limited
to these, and the disk rotor and the brake pads may be the first
member and second member respectively; that is, a configu-
ration in which the rolling bodies may be held by holders
provided on the disk rotor side. In this case, each rolling body
is rolled by the corresponding brake pad according to the
relative displacement of the brake pad and disk rotor, and
braking force can be applied to the wheel by frictional resis-
tance between the holders and rolling bodies of the disk rotor.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

As described above, the brake devices, friction couples for
the brake devices, and brake pads, according to the present
invention, are preferable for use variously as brake devices, or
as friction couples and brake pads for brake devices, which
are used in vehicles.
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4, 204, 304 BRAKE PAD (FIRST MEMBER)

5 DISK ROTOR (SECOND MEMBER)

5a ABUTTING FACE

41 ROLLING BODY

42, 342 HOLDER

42q CONTACT WALL SURFACE

425 HOLDING GROOVE

45 BACK METAL (SUPPORT MEMBER)

46 ELASTIC MEMBER

47 DISTRIBUTING PORTION

51 ACCOMMODATING GROOVE

The invention claimed is:

1. A brake device, comprising:

a brake pad having at least one holder, each of the holder
configured to be in contact with a corresponding rolling
body and hold the rolling body rotatably;

a disk rotor provided in contact with the rolling body and
configured to rotate the rolling body in the holder
according to a relative displacement with the brake pad;
and

a pressing mechanism configured to press the brake pad
and the disk rotor against each other, wherein

the rolling body is spherical,

the holder has a holding groove configured to hold the
rolling body,

the holding groove has a shape of a cone or truncated cone,
and

while the brake pad and the disk rotor are pressed against
each other, the relative displacement of the brake pad
and disk rotor is braked by frictional force generated
between the rolling body and the holder when the disk
rotor rotates the rolling body according to the relative
displacement.

2. The brake device according to claim 1, wherein the brake
pad is not rotatable together with a wheel, and the disk rotor
is rotatable together with the wheel.

3. The brake device according to claim 1, wherein the
holder and the disk rotor are configured such that force with
which the rolling body is rotated by the disk rotor is greater
than force with which the rolling body is held by the holder.

4. The brake device according to claim 3, wherein the
holder and the disk rotor are configured such that magnitude
relation between the force with which the rolling body is
rotated by the disk rotor and the force with which the rolling
body is rotated by the holder reverses according to tempera-
ture increase of the holder or the rolling body.

5. The brake device according to claim 1, wherein a friction
coefficient of the contact portion of the holder and the rolling
body increases according to temperature increase of the
holder or the rolling body.

6. The brake device according to claim 1, whereina friction
coefficient of the contact portion of the disk rotor and the
rolling body decreases according to temperature increase of
the holder or the rolling body.

7. The brake device according to claim 1, wherein

the holder and the disk rotor are formed such that a relation
between a friction coefficient 11 of the contact portion of
the disk rotor and the rolling body, a friction coefficient
12 of the contact portion of the holder and the rolling
body, and an angle f§ formed between a normal line of a
wall surface of the holder in the contact portion of the
holder and the rolling body and a direction of pressure of
the pressing mechanism satisty p1>(u2/2)-[(2p/sin 2p)+
1].

8. The brake device according to claim 1, wherein an angle

formed between a normal line of a wall surface of the holder
in the contact portion of the holder and the rolling body and
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the direction of pressure of the pressing mechanism increases
according to temperature increase of the holder or the rolling
body.

9. The brake device according to claim 1, wherein the disk
rotor has an accommodating groove formed in the contact
portion of the disk rotor and the rolling body in the direction
of'the relative displacement, and configured to accommodate
a part of the rolling body.

10. The brake device according to claim 1, wherein the
brake pad has a plurality of the rolling bodies and a plurality
of the holders, and is provided with a distributing portion
disposed between the holders and a support member to which
pressure is applied by the pressing mechanism and configured
to distribute the pressure.

11. The brake device according to claim 2, wherein the
holder and the disk rotor are configured such that force with
which the rolling body is rotated by the disk rotor is greater
than force with which the rolling body is held by the holder.

12. The brake device according to claim 2, wherein a fric-
tion coefficient of the contact portion of the holder and the
rolling body increases according to temperature increase of
the holder or the rolling body.

13. The brake device according to claim 3, wherein a fric-
tion coefficient of the contact portion of the holder and the
rolling body increases according to temperature increase of
the holder or the rolling body.

14. The brake device according to claim 4, wherein a fric-
tion coefficient of the contact portion of the holder and the
rolling body increases according to temperature increase of
the holder or the rolling body.

15. The brake device according to claim 2, wherein a fric-
tion coefficient of the contact portion of the disk rotor and the
rolling body decreases according to temperature increase of
the holder or the rolling body.

16. The brake device according to claim 3, wherein a fric-
tion coefficient of the contact portion of the disk rotor and the
rolling body decreases according to temperature increase of
the holder or the rolling body.
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17. The brake device according to claim 4, wherein a fric-
tion coefficient of the contact portion of the disk rotor and the
rolling body decreases according to temperature increase of
the holder or the rolling body.

18. A friction couple for a brake device, comprising:

a brake pad having at least one holder, each of the holder
configured to be in contact with a corresponding rolling
body and hold the rolling body rotatably; and

a disk rotor provided in contact with the rolling body and
configured to rotate the rolling body in the holder
according to a relative displacement with the brake pad,
wherein

the rolling body is spherical,

the holder has a holding groove configured to hold the
rolling body,

the holding groove has a shape of a cone or truncated cone,
and

while the brake pad and the disk rotor are pressed against
each other, the relative displacement of the brake pad
and disk rotor is braked by frictional force generated
between the rolling body and the holder when the disk
rotor rotates the rolling body according to the relative
displacement.

19. A brake pad, comprising:

a surface pressed against a disk rotor rotating together with
a wheel; and

at least one holder provided on the surface, each of the
holder configured to be in contact with a corresponding
rolling body and hold the rolling body rotatably, wherein

the rolling body is spherical,

the holder has a holding groove configured to hold the
rolling body,

the holding groove has a shape of a cone or truncated cone,
and

while the brake pad is pressed against the disk rotor, a
relative displacement between the brake pad and the disk
rotor is braked by frictional force generated between the
rolling body and the holder when the disk rotor rotates
the rolling body according to the relative displacement.
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